North Country
Where Do You Think
You Are?
Part Two: Local History

North Country
Settlement
• We can define the north country of
New York State as being the area of
present day Franklin, Clinton and
Essex Counties.
• This area began to be settled
around 1760 and its population
grew after the Revolutionary War
and again after the War of 1812.
• This means that unless you have
native american ancestors, your
ancestors came from somewhere
else.

About This Program
• This program is designed to help you to find out more
about your town and about your own personal history.
If you live in the North Country, this is for you!
• Part One gives you the tools to find out more about
your own personal ancestry (genealogy).
• Part Two gives you the tools you need to find out more
about your town: its history, first settlement, natural
resources, industries, government, prominent residents,
religious and educational institutions and much more.

What Primary
Information is Available
• You can find a list of sources on a website called
“dataforamericaspastthroughlocalhistory.weebly.com”
• Here you can find a listing for an 1836 gazetteer with
information on every town in New York State.
• You can use this and other sources on the site to get a complete
view of your townships’s early history.
• The following slides provide additional information and
questions to answer during your research.
• It would be useful to develop a timeline for major events from
your town’s first settlement through 1836, including the
revolutionary war and the war of 1812.

Finding Your Town
• The first step in finding out about
your town is to locate it on a map.
• We’ll assume that you live in New
York State, so find a state map.
• Next find your county. We can
assume it is either Clinton, Essex or
Franklin.
• Finally find your town.
• The following slide provides map
links for you to use.

Find your county
• Find your county
on the map to the
right
• Where did your
county name come
from?

County Names
• Clinton County: Named for George Clinton, first
governor of New York State after the revolutionary
war and who represented the colony in the continental
congress.
• Essex County: Named from the county of Essex in
England.
• Franklin County: Named for founding father Benjamin
Franklin. Signer of the declaration of independence
and ambassador to France during the revolution.

Find Your Town
• Find the town you live in
within your county.
• What other towns border
your town?

